THE EUROPE OF CHARLES II
Court in Germany. Even the Dutch, who were contributing
notably to the progress of civilization in the financial, indus-
trial, and domestic arts, accused themselves under William
of Orange of being " debauched by French habits and cus-
toms/'1 French Court theologians, their wits sharpened
first by the Jansenist and secondly by the Gallican controversy,
rivalled those of Rome. French Catholicism, adorned by
figures like Fenelon or Bossuet, was the most stately, im-
posing, and persuasive form of the Old Faith which had yet
confronted the Reformation. The conquest, planned and
largely effected, was not only military and economic, but
religious, moral, and intellectual. It was the most magnifi-
cent claim to world dominion ever made since the age of the
Antonines. And at the summit there reigned in unchallenged
splendour for more than half a century a masterful, com-
petent, insatiable, hard-working egoist, born to a throne.
Since the days of Queen Elizabeth and the Spanish Armada
Spain had been the bugbear of Protestant England. Many
devout families, suffering all things, still adhered to the
Catholic faith. But deep in the hearts of the English
people from peer to peasant memories of Smithfield burned
with a fierce glow which any breeze could rouse into flame.
And now Spain was in decrepitude, insolvent, incoherent,
tracing her genealogies and telling her beads. Her redoubt-
able infantry, first conquered nearly thirty years ago by Conde
at Rocroi, had vanished. In their place, alike in the Spanish
Netherlands, which we now know as Belgium and Luxem-
bourg, and in the New World, stood decaying garrisons,
the mockery of soldiers. The Spanish harbours were filled
with rotting ships; the Spanish treasury was bare. The once-
proud empire of Charles V, irreparably exhausted by over a
century of almost continuous war, had fallen a victim to
religious mania. Layer upon layer of superstition and cere-
monial encrusted the symbols of departed power. Cruelties
ever more fantastic enforced a dwindling and crumbling
authority. There remained an immense prides an ancient
and secure aristocracy, the title-deeds of half the outer world,
1 P. Blok, History of the People of the Netherlands, vol. iv, chapters xii, xbc.
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